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»We are all animals of this planet. We are all creatures.
And nonhuman animals experience pain sensations just like we do.

They too are strong, intelligent, industrious, mobile, and evolutional.
They too are capable of growth and adaptation. Like us, first and foremost, 
they are earthlings. And like us, they are surviving. Like us, they also seek

their own comfort rather than discomfort. And like us, they express
degrees of emotion. In short, like us, they are alive.«

[joaquin phoenix]
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[VIII]

Sudan drew his last breath on a rainy day in March 2018. He left the world in despair. Sudan 
was the last male northern white rhinoceros. 

Sudan had become an ambassador for every species on the brink of extinction. With him 
gone, there are only two females left of his species.

Still, this might not be the end of his story. His semen was preserved, and scientists are now 
harvesting eggs from those two females. Embryos have been made, and they mean to implant 
them in surrogate female southern white rhinos. However, using IVF to save rhinos has never 
been done before, and there is a thin line between failure and success. 

Whatever the future holds, Sudan is at rest. Had he been able to share a final piece of appeal, 
he would probably ask us to re-evaluate our concept of animals. We are not superior, and we 
have no right to treat them as property. They, too, have feelings, families, and a right to live.
If we want to prevent the northern white rhino and other species from extinction, we must 
change the way we view and value our fellow souls on Earth.

IN MEMORY OF SUDAN
1973–2018 
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[XI]

»All things share the same breath, 
the beast,
the tree,
the man. 

The air shares its spirit with all the life it supports.«

[chief seattle]

Living_Souls_INLAGA_ZM.indd   15Living_Souls_INLAGA_ZM.indd   15 2023-10-25   10:542023-10-25   10:54



[XII]

Living_Souls_INLAGA_ZM.indd   16Living_Souls_INLAGA_ZM.indd   16 2023-10-25   10:542023-10-25   10:54



[XIII]

ONE PLANET, ONE FAMILY
About 3,7 billion years ago, small microbes of molecules gradually began to form 
through an evolutionary process of increasing complexity. The earliest forms of life, as we 
know it, materialized.

Since then, life has spread and evolved into miraculous shapes and forms. Today, there are 
more than 8,7 million species on our planet. Some weave webs, some run at 130 km/h, and some 
have large brains, but no matter what abilities or qualities, we all descend from that very first cell. 
Every species is related by the same life-giving force that created everything out of nothing.

Like a family, we share this planet, our home, and although we have our differences, we all 
share the same fundamental needs.
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